Facial cellulitis in childhood: a changing spectrum.
Before conjugated Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) vaccination, a syndrome known as buccal cellulitis, usually caused by Hib and often accompanied by bacteremia, was seen. We investigated the incidence and cause of facial cellulitis at our hospital during the 10 years before and the 10 years after introduction of the vaccine. Records of patients discharged with a diagnosis of facial cellulitis or infections of the oral cavity were reviewed. Fisher's exact test was used to compare rates of cellulitis during the two decades. Trauma was the most common antecedent to facial cellulitis in both eras. Buccal cellulitis accounted for 7/25 (28%) of cases before Hib vaccination and 0/19 cases since. Pneumococcal buccal cellulitis was not seen in either decade. Buccal cellulitis due to Hib is a disappearing disease. Eighty-nine percent of recent inpatient cases of childhood facial cellulitis were related to trauma, tooth problems, or severe sinusitis. Facial cellulitis due to S pneumoniae is rare.